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PREFACE

The spring of 1905 is a long time ago now, but 1 can remember
vividly how one afternoon Mr. Lythgoe asked me to stay after class
in his office in the old Museum on Copley Square, in Boston. [t could
not be marks he wanted to talk about. They had been good. It could
not be attendance. 1 had not missed a single lecture in his class all
the year long, partly because | was intensely interested in ancient
Egypt, somewhat because having made the Lampoon I did not have
to work so hard over that, but mainly, I must confess, because I had
not dared to cut after my orgy of Lampy and liquor had been stopped
so neatly and completely the year before by the Dean, when he put
me on probation. However, | was so jumpy that when Mr. Lythgoe
explained that he wanted to know whether I would care to go to Egypt
with him after [ had graduated, 1 distinctly recall that I was practi-
cally deaf, dumb and blind for several minutes. And then I remember
what seemed to be a strange voice explaining that I could not make
any engagements as long as that probation held. Mr. Lythgoe was
not the least interested. | had made an A in his course at Midyears
and he would be glad to put an end to my nightmares with an un-
classifiable A+ at Finals, and when 1 knew he was not worried by
my academic standing, I accepted with a shout loud enough for the
echoes of it still to fill my soul.

In Mr. Lythgoe’s office in the old Boston Museum of Fine Arts
there began an association between an older and a younger man that
lasted thirty years, until his death in 1934. By the time 1 actually
joined him in London in the autumn of 1906 on my way through
Europe to Egypt, he had had an unpleasant row and left the Boston
Museum for New York and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and
larger sums of money and tremendously improved conditions of work
were his reward ever after.

He was an extraordinary person, was Albert Morton Lythgoe. His
father and mother were British, but he was born in America and had
gone to Harvard before he went to the American School in Athens
and later to study Egyptology with Wiedemann in Bonn. Then he was
in Egypt working with Reisner, after which came three seasons for
Boston, and finally over a score of years for New York—the great
years when he founded and built up his outstanding department in
the Metropolitan Museum. He was a person of unusual ability—per-
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haps even more as an organiser than as an archaeologist. He was not
in the least a dictator in matters that pertained to his subject, but
anvone who was foolish enough to cross his path in matters of policy,
or in dealings with Mr. Morgan or Mr. Davis, M. Maspero or Mo-
hammed Mohassib, was not likely to do so twice. And he was extraor-
dinarily kind. 1 remember a day in our first vear at Lisht when 1
caught up with him when he was walking home with Mace. Theyv did
not hear me as I came up in the soft sand and [ inadvertantly heard
him explaining that [ might be worse and begging another chance
for me. Some vears later, | recall, how he stood aside and waited and
watched when my one, and 1 think only offer of a job from another
institution came to me. It was typical of him that he let me settle
my own problem in my own way, and onlyv when | decided to stay
with him, did he so much as mention a raise that would be mine if |
remained. When | went in the army during the first World War he
always saw that the Museum made up any difference that existed
between my officer’s pay and that which 1 would have gotten from
the Museum, until 1 became a major and got a bit more from the
Government. When all unknown to anybody, his health began to
fail, Mr. Lythgoe resigned but only when he was certain that the
Trustees of the Museum would let me succeed him as Curator of the
Egyptian Department. Then finallv came a flash of what [ am certain
was one of heartfelt thankfulness when in 1932 the Trustees chose
me to fill the place of Mr. Robinson as the Museum’s Director. A
couple of years later he died-—a great organiser, a great worker, and
above all a very great and loval friend.

His understanding with me had started while | was an under-
graduate in Harvard. That with Arthur C. Mace, an English member
of Reisner’s California Expedition, was fixed by cable from New
York in the autumn of 1906, after Mr. Lythgoe was certain of his
own appointment in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 1 was, of
course, by far the youngest of the three who started the Museum'’s
expedition in the winter of 1906 and 1907, and was in Egypt while the
expedition grew, and had a hand in many of its extraordinary dis-
coveries. Twenty-five years later Ambrose Lansing who had first
joined us in 1911, took over the leadership with William B. Hayes,
as his assistant. In 1936 they came home to help arrange the collec-
tions in the Museum, and the death in 1940 of Harry Burton, who
had been our brilliant photographer ever since the first World War,

saw the last of us out of the Nile Valley, obviously for a long time to
come,

viii
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For most drawings appearing in these pages my indebtedness to
Lindslev F. Hall is obvious, but it is especially great in some half a
dozen instances—including the end papers of this book—where he
has very generously redrawn his old cuts, adding details which have
come up since they originally were published. Two drawings are by C.
K. Wilkinson and Walter Hauser. In 1928 Charlotte Clark was sent
out to Egypt and until 1931 she gave us a hand in the field. 1 know
that homely people often have excellent brains, but when equally good
heads are found on very attractive persons, it is a sort of general satis-
faction to all concerned. And finally my wife saved me a terrible
amount of uncertainty and worry. for after vears of turning me down
she finally married me in 1912. Since then we have had exceptionally
good times living the following pages through, publishing them first
in the Museum Bullefin, and then with some revision here in this volume
on the excavations at Deir el Bahri.

Finally, I must acknowledge how deeply I feel indebted to my suc-
cessor as the Director of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Francis
Henry Taylor, and to the Museum’s Secretaries, Henry Watson Kent
and his successor George Lauder Greenway, for their permission to
use the text and illustrations which were published originally in the
Museum Bulletin.

When these articles appeared in the Bulletin there were about
double the number of illustrations included in the ninety-six plates
of this volume. A good many of those first cuts were repetitions and
still more were put into the Bulletin to give subscribers a sort of local
color. Now and then one appeared of which the subject was so familiar
that it was hardly needed. Many of these have been culled out for
economy’s sake, but should anyone want to see them—and one can
always gain something from Burton’s photographs—the reader has
only to find an old file of Bulletins.

1 have had a number of points of view all the time | have been
making over these articles. The Bulletin of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art is not generally available to the ordinary public. The articles
reprinted here are scattered along through its numbers for nearly
thirty years, and the way we spelled ancient Egyptian names has
changed considerably in that length of time, so that some names
might be hard to recognise as easily as one could wish. Then I must
admit too, that errors can be found in the first printed draft, though
only a few, thank Heaven, got into its pages. Furthermore it did not
take very much skill to cut a good deal from the articles by paring
away the repetitions, originally thought necessary when they came

1X
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out at intervals of a vear or more. We always felt the reader should
have all the facts before him year by year as the articles appeared.

And so this collection comes out. Its failings are obvious but even
with them I can only hope that it will prove as interesting to read
about what we did as it was to do it.

North Haven, Maine.



SEASON OF 1911-1912

In the fall of 1910 Mr. Lythgoe had me give up work in Khirgeh
Oasis and get Sir Gaston Maspero, the Director General of Antiquities
in Egypt, to give us a concession to dig in the ruins of the palace of
King Amen-hotpe [Il at Thebes. He was a delightful person, was
Maspero, and when our talk was over | had left his dark little office
in the Cairo Museum with a right to excavate not only the palace,
but Kurnet Murai, a hill over a kilometer to the northeast, and the
tAsasif, a desert valley about three kilometers in the same direction.

At the beginning of the next year Mr. Lythgoe had told me that
J. Pierpont Morgan, President of the Museum, was not interested
the least little bit in the palace which he had seen me digging the
season before. Kurnet Murai had only been wished on us to keep
George Foucart from digging it; and |1 knew of no where to start
work there anyway. In fact, after Maspero’s resignation and the
war of 1914 to 1918 was over, the French Institute started excava-
tions there with everyone’s blessing. In 1912, when it was still ours
though, I had a row with Ludwig Borchardt as to its boundaries,
which were the limits of our concession and those of the Berlin
Museum, but the Germans only dug there in the winter before the
war. Afterwards it was the happy hunting ground of our friend Bisson
de la Roque in its southern part around Kurnet Murai, and of our-
selves where it goes to the north around Sheikh tAbd el Kurneh hill.

[ remember the driven feeling I had in January, 1912, getting
ready for Mr. Morgan who was going to arrive within less than a
month. One day Norman de Garis Davies had told me that [ had
better stop off on my way up to the house we were building for the
Expedition, to take a look at his work and see if I could give him any
help. He had a man and two boys, and was trying to dig out several
tons of dirt that had accumulated in the seven entrances to a colossal
tomb which was on the north end of Sheikh tAbd el Kurneh. As the
house we were building was really quite close, on the north side of the
Khokheh hill, I was able to do it without any bother.

Davies and his Arabs would be there yet, | am afraid, clearing out
the dirt and the rubbish which had accumulated in the tomb. Lepsius
in 1844, Maspero in 1883, Budge’s men clandestinely digging a few
years later, Carnarvon in 1910, and Weigall who put the iron grilles
over the eastern end of the portico—it seemed as if everyone had
taken a try at finding something here. However, Davies’ men had
struck into some beautifully colored relief which was just the sort of
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thing which I felt would take Mr. Morgan's eve. And as luck would
have it, our men turned out of the Coptic rubbish, the verv dav the
Morgan party came over to the west side of the river, what theyv
insisted on calling a ‘chariot'—a square bronze incense burner, with
a lioness attacking a boar on the top.

There were at least eight big pieces of bas-relief from this tomb,
which was that of a Vizir named Dagi, who had served King Neb-
hepet-R&t Mentu-hotpe of the Eleventh Dinastv.t This Dagi,
through the connection he had with the building of the Neb-hepet-
Ré&¢ temple near by, procured the services of some of the best of the
contemporary relief artists. Blocks from the walls of the entrance
and first chamber of the tomb show work worthy of being classed
with the reliefs from Neb-hepet-Ré s own temple or with those from
Lisht which form so strong a part of the Museum's Egyptian collec-
tion. The tomb of Dagi, being one of the earliest decorated tombs in
Sheikh tAbd el Kurneh, suffered more than the usual vicissitudes of
its neighbors. The principal reliefs were on masonry walls, and not
on the living rock of the hill as usual, and were therefore destroyed
in the demolition of the walls in ancient times. So little was recovered,
comparatively speaking, and that so scattered, that a reconstruction
of the masonry was impossible, and the fragments were therefore
divided between the Cairo and Metropolitan Museums.

! Bulletin of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, VI (1012), p. 189. See also N. de

Gans Davies, Fiee 1heban Tombs (1913), p. 28, Pls. XXIX-XXXVIII. Service des
Antiquités, No. 103.



SEASON OF 1912-1913

Thanks to the then liberal policy of the Egyptian Government, the
Metropolitan Museum Expedition had the opportunity of excavating
at Lisht, Khargeh Oasis, and Luxor, with an agreement for an equal
division between the Cairo Museum and our own Museum of the
material resulting from the work.t In this way we had been able to
obtain the first of the extremely important material from the pyra-
mids and the ro: al cemeteries of the Twelfth Dynasty at Lisht (about
2000 B.c.), from the palace of Amen-hotpe 111 at Luxor (1400 B.C.),
and from the temple of Amin in Khargeh (400 B.c.), as well as other
antiquities of great interest from the intermediate periods.

The work of 1912-13 required, from the nature of the site, a larger
piece of clearing and a greater expenditure than the previous excava-
tions. This was borne in part by the fund made available by Mr.
Morgan and the Trustees, as in previous years, and in part by a fund
given by Mr. Edward S. Harkness, a Trustee of the Museum.

Luxor, ancient Thebes, where our Expedition had been excavating
for the last three vears, lies on the Nile five hundred miles from
the Mediterranean, in the center of a wide, fertile plain surrounded
by high, rugged desert hills. From the natural advantages of its
location it was destined to play a large part in Egyptian history.
It is not surprising, therefore, to find its prince, Neb-hepet-Re¢
Mentu-hotpe, about 2060 B.c. becoming ruler of the whole Nile below
Nubia. His successors, to strengthen their power, had to set up
their capital nearer the northern Delta, but Thebes grew during the
next five centuries, and in 1580 B.c. became the residence of the
great conqueror kings of the flourishing period of the Empire. The
city itself was on the east bank of the river where now is the modern
town of Luxor—Arabic “the Palaces.” Having been buiit on the Nile
flood-plain, none but the least perishable of its buildings exist today—
the gigantic temples of Karnak in Northern Thebes, and Luxor in
Southern Thebes. There may have been suburbs on the western
bank, but it is in the cemeteries to the west, on the dry desert, that
most of the existing monuments of ancient Thebes are to be found.
The palace of Amen-hotpe 111 which we have dug was to the south,
beside its artificial lake. To the north of it began the necropolis, and
the tombs extended for over three miles along the desert. The kings
of the Empire were buried in hidden tombs back in the Valley of the
Kings. Along the edge of the cultivation, in front of the necropolis,

1 Synopsis of a lecture given at the Museum on Oct. 3, 1913; Bulletin, 1X (1914), p. 11.
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they built their mortuary temples—monuments in which posterity
could see and admire their achievements, and where endowed colleges
of priests could perform services in their honor.

One of the Museum’s concessions lies in the heart of this district—
a valley called by the Arabs the tAsasif—and this was chosen as the
site of the work of 1912—-13. The outstanding landmark of the neigh-
borhood is the famous temple of Queen Hat-shepsiit, at Deir el
Bahri, built about 1500 B.c. Evervone who has been to Luxor re-
members her terraces and colonnades, but what is not so familiar to
them is the fact that beside them are the ruins of a temple over five
centuries older, from which Hat-shepsiGt’s architect derived his
inspiration. It is the temple and burial place combined of Neb-
hepet-R€¢, the prince who founded Theban power. For years it has
been known that an avenue or causeway led up from the Nile valley
to Hat-shepstt’s temple. To-day it is the tourist’s carriage road
leading from the cultivated fields of the valley. A century ago granite
and sandstone sphinxes were still lying along its length, and about
1910 Lord Carnarvon and Mr. Howard Carter discovered at its lower
end, near the cultivation, another temple—the beginning of the cause-
way and the propylea of the great temple above.? Processions from
the valley entered the vallev-temple and ascended the causeway to
the main shrine above. Excavations on the pyramid temples of the
Old Kingdom, and our own excavations on the Middle Kingdom
pyramids at Lisht, built only a generation or two later than the Neb-
hepet-Re¢ temple here, show that vallev-temples and causeways
were regular features of the early roval tombs. Neb-hepet-Re¢ must,
then, have had a causeway and possibly another temple, and in 1912
we accordingly set out to find them.

In the rAsasif, whenever we wanted to get a general view of the
whole field we had only to climb to the top of the Deir el Bahri cliffs
and we had stretched out, three or four hundred feet below us, the
whole concession. From beneath us, past the then Cook’s Rest House,
and through Dirat Abu'n Nega hill, went Hat-shepsiit’s causeway.
To the right were three parallel lines of limestone chip, broken farther
on by the late necropolis. These lines while always visible had never
been explained, but in looking for the Neb-hepet-Ré¢ avenue one
could see their meaning. They started from the front court of the
Neb-hepet-Ré¢ temple. At the Saite tombs, which rose prominently
in the middle distance, the lines were broken, but beyond, the hills

? In 1932 Walter Hauser, of our Expedition, found a mid-way stopping place for the
barque of Amin, as it was being carried up to rest in the temple under the chffs.
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were cut away on both sides in exact line with them, right down to
the cultivation. It can thus readily be seen why Hat-shepsiit’s temple
was at the side of the valley and why her causeway had to take a line
which necessitated such extensive cutting in the hillside. Neb-hepet-
Ré&¢ had previously taken that part of the valley where the grading
was least arduous.

We decided, then, to begin our excavation at the bottom of Neb-
hepet-R&¢’s causeway; find, if possible, the valley temple; and work
up from it toward his main temple at Deir el Bahri, dumping behind
us along the cultivation. Before work was started, the ancient cut
at the edge of the lower part of the causeway was visible, and among
the trees there could be seen above the surface a large granite block
which we thought might be part of the temple. We chose a point near
here on the cutting, north of the causeway, where the bed rock showed
in spots through an accumulation of sand and earth, and here our
workmen were started.

Within a day or two stones were found in situ at the base of the
cut, which were clearly similar to the stones in the boundary wall of
Neb-hepet-R&¢. We thought we had found an Eleventh Dynasty
structure where one had not been suspected before, but we had to
abandon it temporarily, for above it on a higher level we had en-
countered a network of mud-brick walls which proved to extend
over this entire part of the site and which must first be studied,
planned, and photographed before they could be removed. They
proved to be tombs of the Ptolemaic Period dating from about 200 B.C.
In all, we cleared nearly a hundred tombs of a little-known type. In a
characteristic one the entrance was up the ramp, through a doorway
now destroyed, and then down into a subterranean burial chamber
under the brick vault beyond. On either side of the entrance were
commonly two large pottery vessels in bins, in one of which we found
a complete set of pots, water jugs, and lamps, while nearby there
was a cup of blue faience in perfect preservation. In many tombs the
large pots bore painted designs derived from flowers and palmettes.
We collected a dozen or more of these types which we can now date
back several centuries earlier than they had previously been supposed
to occur in Egypt. Other material found included a set of limestone
Canopic jars with the heads of the four genii who protected the dead
(pl. 89), and a painted marble stela of a man named Thit-er-dis.

Eventually this Ptolemaic level was cleared away and the lime-
stone wall previously mentioned began to appear, buried under an
accumulation of rubbish from the hill. We cleared this wall for a
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distance of one hundred and forty yards and found that while it was
destroy ed toward the cultivation to the eastward, it extended beyond
the limit of our excavations this year to the west (pl. 68). The wall,
which was found to be preserved to a height of 2 bo meters, was built
of very fine-grained white hmestone, laid in admirably regular courses,
with builders’ marks in red paint on many of the stones. Cleared
thoroughly in this way, we could see just how the low hill had been
cut through in grading the avenue. The rock had been attacked by
gangs of quarrvmen armed with chisels. Some of the gangs had cut
in farther than others, and the face left is broken up into irregular
bays, but it must be remembered that when the walls stood to their
full height the cut would have been entirely hidden to passers on the
causeway. The walls were here not only as boundaries—they were
screens as well. Tombs which here had been cut into the face of the
rock proved to belong to the period of the Empire—five hundred
vears later than Neb-hepet-Ré&¢. Visitors to these tombs sometimes
wrote their names on the parts of the wall exposed in their day,
where we found them.

The circular depressions in the rock in the foreground (pl. 68) are
among the most interesting finds of the season—or, in fact, of any of
the recent excavations at l.uxor. They are the mouths of pits cut
into the rock, nearly thirty feet in depth and filled with rich black
loam. The first of these which we found, with its filling of black earth,
puzzled us, but later, as the clearing proceeded westward along the
wall, we found similar pits at regular intervals of about 6 meters,
and it then became apparent that they must have been for trees.
The proof came as we got farther from the dampness of the cultiva-
tion. Then we found fragments of roots, and at last stumps. From
there on, each hole was found to have in it the stump of a young tree
surrounded by a low brick wall, a sort of tree box.

We had been so successful in fixing the north side of the causeway
that it seemed advisable to split the force of workmen, one-half
digging east and northeast, the other turning to the south where we
had seen from the hilltop traces of the cut on the other side. This work
to the south was successful in determining the cut, but before we
could get down to the bottom we found the edges of a limestone
pavement considerably above the level on which the wall was built.
As this was soon found to be part of an unexpectedly large structure
of later date blanketing the causeway, our search was delaved here;
but in another season we expected to find walls here as we did on the
north.
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FIG. 1. THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1912—13

Another unexpected feature at this point produced an interesting
part of our season’s results. During the Middle Kingdom a large
tomb with a portico had been cut in the face of the causeway-cutting
on this southern side. The portico had collapsed, and the main burial
chambers which descended to the south were found to be plundered
and empty. Another shaft, however, in the floor of the portico, led to
a chamber cut in a stratum of loosely cemented sandstone which had
partly collapsed in ancient times, thus preserving its contents from
the plunderers, and here were found pottery vases, two vases of blue
marble, and a complete set of jewelry in silver, amethyst, lapis
lazuli, and carnelian (pl. 34).

In our earlier work on the northern side of the causeway-cutting,
we had suspected from the appearance of the surface before excavat-
ing that the cutting widened out near the cultivation, as the ruined
walls on the map clearly show (fig. 1). Excavation which we now
carried on at this point brought to light a small brick pyramid, with
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its chapel, and a series of tombs, built against the face of the cut,
thus proving that the cut was earlier than they were. Now one of the
tomb-chapels against the cut still retained traces of Seventeenth or
early Eighteenth Dynasty decoration. Others yielded pottery which
we know to be typical of that period. Finally, we found a series of
funerary cones, stamped with the names of the original occupants of
the graves. One was of a high priest of Amun, the Chancellor Thity,
who lived under A th-mose 1, first king of the Eighteenth Dynasty;
and another was of a priest of Amiin, Amen-em-heb, who lived under
Amen-hotpe 1. The known dates of this little cemetery are thus from
1580 to 1540 B.C., with the first tomb probably a little earlier.

Meanwhile, near the Twelfth Dynasty tomb on the south side of
the causeway, we had found part of a small statue, in black granite,
of Amen-em-hét IlI of the Twelfth Dynasty. We know that his
predecessors had placed votive statues in the great temple of Neb-
hepet-Re&¢ above, where they were found when that temple was
excavated by the Egypt Exploration Fund. This statue of Amen-em-
hét, therefore, was undoubtedly one which he had placed in the
valley temple of the same king, near the site of which it must have
been when we uncovered it.

The Egypt Exploration Fund found statues of Neb-hepet-R&f,
represented as Osiris, around the main temple above, when they
cleared it. There is a battered torso of a similar statue lying on the
surface halfway down the causeway, and we found fragments of others
in our excavation, which had been there undisturbed since 1000 B.C.,
at least. There is every reason to believe, then, that such statues
were placed at intervals along the causeway, just as we found them
at Lisht in the causeway of Sfen-Wosret .

As to the valley-temple of Neb-hepet-Ré¢, we concluded that it
must lie just beyond the present edge of the desert, under what is
now the cultivation. The reasons leading us to locate it here are three:
first, the finding of the statue of Amen-em-hét 111 nearby; second, the
widening of the causeway at this point, suggesting the clearing of a
level platform, broader than the causeway, as Hat-shepstit had done
for her valley-temple just to the north; and third, the presence of
Middle Kingdom tombs in our excavations and, nearby to the north,
in Lord Carnarvon’s concession. At Deir el Bahri we noticed how the
tombs of the great nobles of the Eleventh Dynasty are grouped about
the amphitheatre of cliffs looking down on the temple of Neb-hepet-
Ré¢. They were the tombs of his courtiers, surrounding the king in
death as they themselves had in life. The group below, nearer the
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cultivation, was doubtless of tombs of those who had died in later
generations, under the Twelfth Dynasty.

Imagine, then, the magnitude of this structure of Neb-hepet-R&¢,
built before 2000 B.C. In those days the Nile valley was several meters
lower than to-day, and the propylea—the valley-temple—now buried
under the fields, was on the desert edge. Processions started there,
and, passing through, ascended the avenue twelve hundred meters—
three-quarters of a mile—to the temple proper. At intervals there
were statues of the King represented as the God of the Dead, and on
either side the long white walls leading up through hills and across
valleys to the temple-forecourt.

Such was the state of things when we stopped work in 1913. We
thought of this northern of four limestone walls which we had found
almost full height, as one of four walls descending from the temple to
the cultivation, and since all four were practically alike and unin-
scribed, we believed that they were the work of one builder. It was
nearly twenty years later that | really began to recognize that there
were two identical causeways here, each about 33 meters wide and
both lined with practically identical walls three and one-half meters
tall. The first causeway ascended to the Neb-hepet-R&¢ temple. The
second led to a small shrine of Hat-Hor built by Thut-mose 111 in
the northern part of that temple, toward the Hat-shepsiit temple and
her causeway, which was an exact replica of that which Neb-hepet-
R&f had built six hundred years before. s

To return now to the second important find of the excavations.
You may recall the granite block among the trees which attracted
our attention at the outset. It had evidently been part of some
considerable structure and we thought possibly it might have been
part of Neb-hepet-R&t’s valley-temple. But in excavating you have
to change your theories frequently, and this one did not survive
more than a day or two, for under the granite block we found bits
of relief of Ramesses 11 which made the block at least eight hundred
years later than we had expected. Still, the slope of the block’s sur-
face—on the east toward the cultivation—showed it was part of a tem-
ple, and its undisturbed foundation showed that it belonged here. We
were thus confronted with remains of still another monument of
which the existence had not been suspected. Later, in digging for
the southern side of the causeway, we found the limestone pavement
mentioned above, and soon afterward the men uncovered a colossal

3 See p. 203 below.
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red-granite lintel, plainly of Empire date. It is a single stone which
must weigh fifteen tons, and has the sun’s disk flanked by uraei
sculptured on the front. As time went on, we found the entire field
covered by foundations of a building of which these two stones were
part. They formed such a well-defined layer that the workmen were
put to clearing it completely before disturbing a single stone in its
whole extent. Thoroughly cleared, we could see its relation to the
Neb-hepet-Re¢ level by the accumulation of débris between his
causeway and the new layer.

This layer resolved itself into two levels: a lower platform to the
east, and a higher one to the west, connected by a temporary ramp
for use in hauling up stones during the building. At the western edge
of our excavation a second ramp was discovered, showing that we
had to expect still a third and higher level in another campaign on
this spot. These ramps were of sand, retained by brick walls at the
sides, but before they had been built a line of bricks had first been
laid straight across the site from east to west, and sections of this
line of bricks we found preserved below both ramps. The line could
have served no other purpose than as a preliminary base line down
the center of the structure when the building was first laid out. As we
went over the stones which the men were clearing, we began to find
masons’ marks made in laying out the structure—Ilines chiseled in
the first course of stones to guide the laying of the next. Then we
found we could differentiate between the massive foundations of
walls—blocks weighing several tons apiece—and the thinner pave-
ments. On the latter, incised lines were found as well, evidently show-
ing the direction of rows of column bases.

To return now to the excavation plan (fig. 1). The granite block, A,
had been found on the edge of the cultivation; and extending back
as far as we dug were the foundations of walls and colonnades. The
brick base line produced as the axis, is found to be parallel with all
the other east and west lines. The position of the northern wall
being given at B, and the axis known, the position of the southern wall
can then be restored. This makes the width of the lower colonnades
identical, and thus can be checked. The cross wall was definitely
marked by the builders’ lines at C and D. The fagade being so com-
pletely destroyed, we were skeptical at first of being able to determine
its extent. The granite block, however, turned out to be a clue of sur-
prising usefulness. In the first place, its face was absolutely parallel
with the other north-south lines; and in the second, the slope of its
east side was that of Empire pylons or temple facades, and therefore
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it may be taken as part of the fagade, with certainty. Each of its
ends, however, was a vertical joint, and therefore it was not a corner-
stone. If we allow that another block of about the same size was
placed to the north of it, we attain an approximate position of the
corner at E. At F and G were colonnade foundations. If they were the
same width as the north and south colonnades of this court, the
inner face of the pyvlon would be as shown. While entirely hypothe-
tical, these conclusions result in a plan of pylon typical of Empire
temples. With this outline it only remained to examine the traces of
the porticoes.

In all our study of the foundations of this temple we were guided
by the neighboring temples of the Ramesseum and Medinet Habu.
The latter, which is the mortuary temple of Ramesses [11, built on
the desert edge over two kilometers to the south, is fronted by an
enormous pylon. Behind it are two courts surrounded by papyrus-
bud columns, and square piers to the front of which are attached
colossal Osiride statues of the king. The courts are raised one above
another and communication is by sloping ramps. By comparison
between Medinet Habu and the clues we have of our temple construc-
tion we got a pretty definite idea of what our temple should have
been. The most striking thing was its size. It was half again as large
as the largest mortuary temple in Thebes. And yet it reproduced
faithfully—as far as we had dug—all the accepted elements of the
Empire mortuary temple with one important addition, the front
colonnade heretofore unknown before Ptolemaic times. In other
details, where it differed from Medinet Habu—as, for instance, in
the double rows of columns—it followed the Ramesseum. The
parts still unexcavated in 1913 should have been, as at Medinet Habu,
the hypostle hall, the treasuries, and the sanctuary. Probably it was
never completed entirely, and vet the walls must have been raised to
a considerable height. But unfinished and abandoned, the temple was
too tempting a source of supply of excellent building-stone to be
neglected in later times, and the tools—mallets, chisels, and hoes—
of later quarrymen, were found where they had been cutting down
the building to the level as we found it. Considerably less than four
centuries after it was built there could have been no trace of it visible,
except the piles of chips which covered the site when we began to dig.

With the walls destroyed, settling the date of the temple became
difficult. In 1913 we did not get to the sanctuary, where we might
have found deposits in the foundations, giving the name of the king
who built it. Of contemporary inscriptions, there were the dates
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written on blocks by the quarrymen and builders, but they never
gave anything except the days of the month. Yet we soon found that
many of the stones built into the foundations of this temple had been
taken from still earlier temples. Among them, for example, is a block
originally from a temple of Thut-mose 111, with part of a portrait
of the great warrior king of the Eighteenth Dynasty, done with all
the delicacy and precision of one of the strongest periods of Egyptian
art. Other blocks had been taken from a temple of the successor of
Thut-mose [11—Amen-hotpe 11—with the color preserved as freshly
as when it was first painted. Another has written across its face the
inscription of the workman who removed it. Of Ramesses the Great,
we found much re-used material. In the western part of the structure
were several enormous blocks of red Aswan granite, near the lintel-
block previously mentioned, two of which proved to be parts of a
sculptured doorjamb of Ramesses 11, measuring together about 5
meters in height (pl. 69). They are excellent examples of the art of
Egypt’s greatest temple-building period and are of a size to show
characteristically the colossal proportions of Egyptian construction.
The relief, moreover, is of an admirable fineness for so hard a material.
As evidence of the dating of our Asasif temple they are especially im-
portant in having, at the bottom, cartouches added by Ramesses 111,
of the Twentieth Dynasty, who reigned from 1193 to 1167 B.c. The
doorjamb still stood in its original position in a temple of Ramesses 1,
therefore, until after Ramesses I11. From another monument of the
Empire we found details of a scene representing the defeat of Asiatics
(pl. 69). The block here shows arrows of the king slaying his fallen
enemies. The colors are perfectly preserved and the block may be
taken as one of the best specimens of the great imperial pictorial-
relief yet discovered.

One block dated to the reign of Mer-en-Ptah was also found
and many others of Ramesses [11. Scattered through the foundations
there were seven blocks of the latter—each weighing two tons or
more—which proved to belong together, and, reconstructed in this
way, restored the major part of a pedestal on which had originally
sat a colossal statue of that king. On the front, priests offer libations
to the king’s name in cartouches. On the sides are the names of cities
conquered by Ramesses 111, written in ovals beneath the busts of
captives.

Our temple of the Asasif was, then, a mortuary temple built by
some king after the death of Ramesses [1l, which took place early
in the Twentieth Dynasty, after 1167 B.c. Now none of the kings
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after the Twentieth Dynasty built mortuary temples in Thebes.
The priest kings of the Twenty-first Dynasty, in all probability, were
content with the temples at Karnak over which they ruled. The real
Twenty-first Dynasty kings never ruled from Thebes, and their tombs
and temples were at their new capital.

We are limited, therefore, to the Twentieth Dynasty for the builder
here. Ramesses [11’s temple was at Medinet Habu, and the position
of a temple of Ramesses 1V is known in Lord Carnarvon’s concession
just to the north. From a contemporary papyrus we know that
Ramesses V and VI were joint builders of a mortuary temple. But
the builders of our temple had none of the attributes of their powerful
ancestors except their ambition. They had planned to eclipse the
glory of their temples in a generation when Egypt was at the end of
its resources and the king’s power was on the eve of being usurped by
the priests.

At first, at the time of the excavations of 1913, our feelings were
for one of the longer-reigned, later kings of the dynasty—Ramesses 1X
or Ramesses X1l to whom over forty-five years are credited. How-
ever, in 1934 Lansing began the Theban excavations again, and he
discovered sets of foundation deposits laid down when the temple
was started, under the chambers to the west.* All bore the name of
Ramesses [V, who had begun a temple which Lord Carnarvon found
just to the north, and who reigned only from 1167 to 1161 B.C. As
these little objects were probably turned out by the thousands, it is
possible that there were a great many of Ramesses [V on hand a few
years later when his successor, Ramesses V, started his temple,
between 1161 and 1157 B.c. This was perhaps continued by Rames-
ses VI, who was so pitiful a ruler that we know merely that he had
succeeded to the throne.

The chief discoveries of the year were, first: the great causeway
built by Neb-hepet-Ré¢ Mentu-hotpe as an approach to this temple
at Deir el Bahri. In him we have the foundation of the power of
Thebes and the final overthrow of the Old Kingdom. Second: the
unfinished mortuary temple of Ramesses V and VI in whose days the
weakened throne was passing into the hands of the priests absolutely,
and Thebes’” power as sole capital ceased forever.

4 Lansing, Bulletin, XXX (1935), November I1, p. 4ff.
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During the season of 1913-14 the branch of the Museum’s Egvptian
Expedition at Luxor had for its object the complete clearing of the
early Christian Monastery of Epiphanius on which a beginning was
made two winters before.r On a site like the Theban necropolis,
where almost every square yard has been occupied in one way or
another for the past four thousand years, any spot may yield antiqui-
ties of any period from the Eleventh Dynasty down to the Arab
Conquest. In digging out a tomb which had originallv been made in
the reign of Neb-hepet-Ré& ¢ about 2050 B.c. and which had eventually
been occupied by Christian anchorites contemporary with Epi-
phanius, about 600 A.p., we found objects left during several of the
intermediate periods.

Among these there was a complete little set of writing materials
as prepared for use by a scribe of the Middle Kingdom. It consisted
of a palette, pens, two clean sheets of papyrus in a roll, and a ball of
linen thread. The papyrus roll was tied to the palette, the ball of
thread put in with them, and the whole then bundled up in a couple
of long strips of linen rag for their protection when they were placed
in the tomb.

The palette is a little board of some hard, dark reddish wood.
There is a slot in the center from which a hole has been drilled length-
wise, down the middle, to hold the pens (pl. 30). On the upper end
above the slot is a thick cake of black ink, exactly like India ink in
appearance, with distinct marks where the dampened pens have been
rubbed into it. There are four pens—three new ones, still unused,
around which the papyrus had been rolled, and an old one, worn
down and inky, in the palette. They are slender reeds, not more than
3 millimeters in diameter, with one end pounded and slightly frayed
like a little brush. Both sheets of papyrus are about 23.5 centimeters
wide, and one is g1 centimeters and the other 27.7 centimeters long.
On the larger sheet there had been written a list or an account in
hieratic, but when this writing set was made up it had been carefully
sponged off with a damp rag to provide a clean sheet of paper. The
little ball of linen thread was a necessary part of a scribe’s outfit.
Papyrus documents were always rolled, then tied with a thread, and
over the knot was placed a seal stamped with a signet ring or a
scarab.

1 Bulletin, 1X (1914), p. 181.
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While writing, the Egyptian usually sat cross-legged on the ground
with the papyrus unrolled across his knees. Like his descendant, the
Arab letter-writer of to-day, he seems to have preferred not to write
on a table, and the palette was therefore a very convenient way of
keeping the ink handy. The lower end was grasped in the left hand,
the end with the ink cake held uppermost, and the spare pens easily
reached in the slot. With a cup of water on the floor at his right to
moisten his pen, he had everything he needed.

For the rest, our time was largely taken up in the cells, the towers,
and the underground granaries of the little Christian monastery.
There we dug all winter, acquiring more of the material which is the
subject of two large volumes of the Expedition’s publications.?

2 The Monastery of Epiphanius at Thebes (1926), Vol. I by H. E. Winlock and W. E.
Crum; Vol. I by W. E. Crum and H. G. Evelyn White.



SEASONS OF 1914-1919

The first World War broke out in 1914, and Egypt was no place
for a man with his wife and children. At first | worked in the Museum
in New York, and later | was in the American army. Meantime, H. G.
Evelyn White dug with a small gang in 1914-1915, for the most part
continuing a job which he and I had begun at the palace of Amen-
hotpe IlI.r Afterwards he served in the British army until he was
invalided out, and then he began work on William G. Palmer-]Jones’s
drawings of monasteries in the Wady en Natrln. During the second
year of the war Ambrose Lansing was sent out to Egypt to dig for
the Museum at Thebes. He dug out half of an enormous tomb which
lay on the border of our concession and that of Lord Carnarvon at
the foot of the fAsasif. In 1916-1917 Lansing cleared the festival hall
of the palace of Amen-hotpe 111; in 1917-1918 he dug at the South
Pyramid at Lisht; and in 1918-1919 he cleared the tomb of Pebes in
the Theban necropolis.2 In this year he also did a small job in the
cliffs to the west of the tomb of Meket-Rér. Particularly this last
excavation was so lucky that when | got to Egypt very early in 1920
our thoughts naturally went to the west. Lansing had a few more
days of work in the valley where the royal cache had been found years
before, and when that was finished | took over the men.

1 White, Bulletin, X (1915), p. 253.

2 Lansing, Bulletin, X11 (1917), May, Suppl., p. 7; X111 (1918), March, Suppl., p. 8;
XV (1920), July, 11, p. 3; December, 11, p. 4.



SEASON OF 1919-1920

I was very late getting started the winter after the first World
War. It was January 8, 1920, when Lansing began digging and
nearly a month later when | joined him in Luxor. His men were busy
in the cliffs behind Sheikh ¢Abd el IKurneh when I got there, and as
they cleared up the hillside and the space grew narrower and nar-
rower, a few men at a time were moved to the last unexcavated part
of the palace of Amen-hotpe 111 south of Medinet Habu. But since
neither place yielded anything, some new site had to be picked out
to retrieve what up to that point had been an unproductive season
so far as antiquities were concerned.!

There were plenty of places in our concession which were tempting
enough, but they all required preparation and the hot weather was
not far ahead of us. We had the temple site found in 1912-1913, but
there it would be necessary to spend some two or three weeks moving
enormous sandstone blocks which might be of value to the Service des
Antiquités in restoring other ruins. This moving of blocks was started,
but meantime a temporary job had to be found which would occupy
us for a fortnight or more.

In the cliffs near where we had been digging there is a gigantic
Eleventh Dynasty tomb which tempted us for various reasons. It
had already been dug by Daressy in 1895 and by Mond in 1902.2
Mond had laid bare some brick walls which we could see were evi-
dently the gateway and lower part of a great causeway leading up
the hill to the tomb entrance, but the greater part of the causeway
still remained buried, and Daressy had only partially cleared the
courtyard. When we found one block of frieze partly uncovered, the
chance of finding other blocks of relief justified a short dig at this
place. Then, too, we had the hope of finding some bits of historical
inscription which would confirm or disprove the theory that the
Kings S tankha-ka-R& tor Neb-tawy-R& ¢ Mentu-hotpe of the Eleventh
Dynasty had been buried in the valley which this tomb overlooks. A
fortnight or three weeks with the gang we already had in the cliffs
was judged enough time to dig out the courtyard and the bottom of
the causeway; and a sort of archaeological conscience made us decide
to re-clear the corridors and pits of the tomb so that we could draw
the plan which our predecessors had neglected to make. Scientific

1 Bulletin, XV (1920), December, 11, p. 14. See also Scribners Magagine, February
1021, p. 208.
2 Annales du Service des Antiquités, 11, p. 133; VI, p. 77.
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virtue rarely gets such striking or such unexpected rewards as it did
on this occasion. We did not find any important pieces of sculpture
nor did we find any evidence on the historical question we wanted to
solve, but the supposediy empty corridors gave us, of its kind, one
of the great finds of recent vears.

We know now that the tomb belonged to a very great dignitary
of the late Eleventh Dinastv, about 2000 B.c., a Chancellor and
Steward of the Royal Palace named Meket-Ré¢. s He was born under
Neb-hepet-R&¢, in whose temple his name appears, and apparently
survived into the succeeding reign.+ At court his influence must have
been considerable, for he chose the choicest spot in the necropolis
of his day, directly overlooking the place where his sovereign’s own
mortuary temple was being built.

The site is weirdly impressive. The great buttressed cliffs of tawny
limestone practically enclose a deep circus a quarter of a mile in
diameter. In the bottom are the almost obliterated traces of the ave-
nue leading up to the supposed site of the mortuary temple of the last
king of the Eleventh Diynastv. High above, around the rim of the
circus where the cliffs start vertically upward, are the black mouths
of the tombs of the courtiers. Meket-Ré¢ had chosen the side of a
mountain spur, grading the slope until he had an avenue 25 yards
wide and 8o yards long which climbed the hill at an angle of 20—
an angle steep enough to get the average person in quite a puffy
state by the time he has toiled up to the top (fig. 2). On either side
of this avenue were solid brick walls, and at the top the ancient
visitor would have been grateful for the shade of a long portico of
eight-sided columns painted in imitation of granite. In the center of
the portico there was the doorway of a lofty corridor, twenty yards
long, leading back into the mountain to an offering chapel. Portico,
corridor, and chamber, all were once upon a time lavishlv decorated
with sculptures on white limestone, the fineness of which was the
undoing of the tomb, for it had served as a veritable quarry in later
times until hardly a scrap of sculpture as large as the palm of one’s
hand was left. Nor had the hidden burial chamber fifteen yards under
the chapel escaped pillage. The tomb builders had gone to enormous
trouble to seal its door up with gigantic blocks of stone; but, as the
walls were only a hand’s breadth thick, the wily thieves had left the

3 Originally read bv me Mechenkwet-R&¢, “Gift of the Sun.” Gardiner first sug-
gested the alternatine Meket-Ra¢, “Protected by the Sun ”

4 Newberry called my attention to 1t in Naville. XI Dyn. Temple at Deir el Bakari,
11, PL. IX D. See below p. 118.
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impregnable gateway alone and simply pushed a slab or two out of
the side of the chamber and crawled in. For what little traces we
found, their labors must have been amply repaid, for we discovered
forgotten chips of the cedar coffin, gilded inside and out; the rest of
which they had carted away.

Such was the original plan of the tomb, but there is a second great
corridor beside the first, on the visitor’s left as he climbs the hill. This
also leads to a chapel-—connected with the first chapel by a cross
passage—beneath which there is another burial chamber on a scale
comparable with the first. Here is a tomb within a tomb, yet ap-
parently an afterthought in the plan; for it is off center from the
causeway, and while it was to have been as elaborately finished as
the original tomb, there are signs that it never was completed. Evi-
dently it was to have been the last resting-place of a close relation
of Meket-R&¢, and those familiar with Egyptian literature will recall
a certain Jatu—who lived very little earlier than this period, inci-
dentally—who chose to be buried beside his father, in order that he
might be with him every day throughout eternity.s In the rubbish
we found a fragment of a statuette and part of a statue base which had
been made for a Prince and Chancellor In-tef. His titles are those of
Meket-R&¢, his statue base is the duplicate of the latter’s, and Meket-
RE&¢ in his funerary models is generally accompanied by an individual
who may well be his son and heir, In-tef, who constructed the second
tomb beside his father’s (pl. 30).

So much for the tomb as we knew it at the end of the excavations.
The men began to clear the rubbish at the top and the bottom of the
approach on February 25. The work went more slowly than we had
anticipated, and it must be confessed that it was growing to be a
pretty dismal disappointment, coming as it did on top of eight weeks
of unproductive digging in the nearby valley. Wednesday, March
17, was the beginning of what we had decided would be our last
week’s work on the site. In six more days we hoped to get the passages
cleared enough to make a plan and then move to the temple site,
which was almost ready.

It was along toward sunset on that Wednesday that Burton came
down from the mountain top where he had been photographing, to
dismiss the workmen for the night. They had cleared out a good deal
of fallen stone from the corridor, and when he went into the main
entrance he found the air electric with suppressed excitement. One

5 Breasted, Ancient Records, 1, par. 383.
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of the men clearing away rubbish had noticed that the chips of
stone trickled away from his hoe into a crack in the rock. He and
the head-man of his gang scraped away more of the chips with their
hands, and still more went sliding down into darkness. They had
just decided that there must be some large opening behind the crack
when Burton came along and struck a match to light up the darkness
in the fissure.

A scribbled note which he sent down to the house found the rest of
us just coming in from the day’s work elsewhere, and we all went up
to the cliffs, skeptically it must be confessed, but bringing the electric
torches which Burton had written for. The sun had set, and as we
filed into the gloomy corridor our skepticism seemed confirmed. There
was nothing for us to see but a ragged hole in the rock between the
floor and one side of the passage, but when one by one we lay flat
on the ground and shot a beam of light into that crack one of the most
startling sights it is ever a digger’s luck to see flashed before us.

At first we hardly realized what we were looking into. [t was getting
late, and we were so surprised that the exact nature of the place was
hard to judge. This much, however, was certain. We had found a
small, totally untouched chamber crammed with myriads of little,
brightly painted statuettes of men and animals and models of boats.
Still there was nothing to be done at the time, and therefore we sent
to the house for cords and sealing wax, and effectively sealed up the
chink in the rocks and then went home to spend the evening guessing
and theorizing on what we had seen and what was in store for us.

Thursday morning we started on what turned out to be three
arduous days and nights. We realized enough of what was before us
to make ample preparations. A room was cleared out in the house to
hold whatever might be movable in the chamber; drawing boards
and instruments, and mirrors and reflectors, were collected together
and sent up to the tomb, and then Burton began to take a series of
photographs beginning with one of the crack in the wall as the work-
men had first found it. Here it may be said that the uninterrupted
success of Burton’s photography, taking exposures with sunlight
thrown ninety or one hundred feet along the corridor from a mirror
on to a silver paper reflector, was one of the most satisfactory things
about those three days. The rock was in a most precarious condition,
and our great fear was that fresh air entering into a chamber sealed
almost hermetically for four thousand years would result in a crash
of stone on the antiquities. A full record of every fact of the finding
was our purpose, but no time was to be lost—and our haste was
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justified, for rock fell daily from the walls and ceiling of the tomb.

The first photograph taken and developed, we dug in front of the
crack and found a little pit scarcely waist-deep, cut in the floor of the
corridor and filled again with stone chips. It was the filling with chips
of the native rock which had so effectually hidden the place, for the
mountain there is riven with multitudes of fissures, and the chips in
the little pit seemed no more broken than the bed-rock itself. As we
dug down we uncovered a mud-brick wall beneath the crack, and
this we photographed and planned before we removed it, carefully
brick by brick, breathlessly expecting the shattered rock round about
to go tumbling into the chamber. Luck was with us, however, and at
last we had an uninterrupted view inside (pl. 24).

Then we realized exactly what we had. The chamber was not, as
we had at first surmised, a little burial chamber made for some
relative or servant of the great man. In fact, it was not a burial cham-
ber at all, but a little secret room in which equipment of Meket-Rer
himself was placed. Over five hundred years before his day it had
been the custom for the tombs of the wealthy to contain such a
chamber—called by the modern Arabs the “sirdab”—in which the
dead man’s statue was walled up. Later it had been the custom to
put beside the statue a few figures of servants at their daily tasks,
eternally preparing food and drink for the dead owner of the tomb.
Gradually these servants had been multiplied, and the statue of the
man himself been made smaller until at last his figure had been re-
duced to the same scale as the servants. The latter were now grouped
in models of workshops or on boats, performing their tasks, and the
master’s statue had become a figure in the tableau, watching the work
done for him. The spirits of the little model workmen and the spirits
of the food they produced eternally supplied the spirit of the little
statue, and that was the soul of the dead man. The idea was universal.
Every one who could afford it purchased such models to be piled
around his coffin, and to-day every museum possesses a few. What was
important in this case was t